WINTER - SPRING 2020

COLLEAGUES INTERNATIONAL
Bri ngi ng the Worl d to Kal amazoo si nce 1971

REDISCOVERING
KALAMAZOO ANEW
BY LINDSAY REED

By the time I finished high school in the
suburbs of Kalamazoo, I was ready to get out of
town, Kalamazoo felt small and I wanted more, so
I went away to college and pursued a career while
living in large mid-western cities. Then 6 months
ago, after 15 years away, I came home. It was
supposed to be temporary - Kalamazoo still felt
too small and it seemed like little had changed.
But to feed my love of travel, I started volunteering
with Colleagues International.
On day one, I accompanied international
visitors to the YWCA of Kalamazoo and learned
about their unique program to combat human
trafficking which is setting a national precedent. I
connected with many CI volunteers & staff who
care deeply about Kalamazoo and work hard
everyday to make it better. I quickly learned that
there is so much more happening here than I had
ever imagined, and that I wanted to be a part of it.
I joined Colleagues International to connect
with the world, and I ended up discovering my
hometown instead. Thank you to the Colleagues
team for being tireless champions of our city.

IYLEP ARABIC
2019 TEENS SPENT
TWO WEEKS IN
KALAMAZOO DOING
LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT WHILE
STUDYING
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
PICTURED @ RAWK
IN THE VINE

Kalamazoo is a special place, and I'm happy to
report that I'll be sticking around.

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR
OUR 2019 ANNUAL
REPORT IN SPRING 2020
HIGHLIGHTS INSIDE

MEETING LOCALLY,
THINKING GLOBALLY:
STUDENTS & IVLP VISITORS
LEARN FROM EACH OTHER

BY ALEXIS WEEDEN, LOY NORRIX STUDENT

If there’s one thing the staff of Loy Norrix’s
student newspaper Knight Life loves, it’s receiving
visitors. In the past year or so Knight Life has
welcomed media educators and journalists to our
workspace from all over the world, thanks to the U.S.
Department of State’s International Visitor
Leadership Program (IVLP) & Colleagues Intl. Notably,
visitors from Angola, the Philippines, Mozambique,
Cape Verde, São Tomé & Principe, and most recently
the Netherlands, have joined our class. These guests
are warmly welcomed for discussions with students
about their experiences in media literacy, journalism,
and education.
“I think it’s really good to get international
perspectives in our education especially here in the
United States,” said feature editor Riley Dominianni.
“So learning about a topic as interesting and
complex as journalism, and how it affects people
from other nations is really important for us to be
well-rounded and understand the concept of
journalism.”
Other students also appreciate the insight into
how journalism is received and approached in other
countries and cultures where a citizen’s freedom of
speech may be protected differently, if at all.
“It’s really cool getting to hear what journalism is
like in other countries and the way that they keep
the press free and separate from the government,”
said social media manager Emma Hilgart-Griff after
talking to visitors from the Netherlands, “So it was
really interesting to get a new perspective.”
A common response from Knight Life reporters
was that they received a fresh perspective on
journalism, saying that now they see it more as a
privilege and not a guaranteed right.

IVLP GUESTS
FROM MEXICO
VOLUNTEER AT
KALAMAZOO
LOAVES &
FISHES

IVLP GUEST
FIREFIGHTERS
FROM IRAQ
SUIT UP AT
KALAMAZOO
INTL. AIRPORT

2019 HIGHLIGHTS

Colleagues International local volunteers &
families hosted an impressive 590 homestay
nights and 171 hospitality dinners! More than any
professional exchange org. in Michigan. Thank
you for your dedication to diplomacy!
Hosted 382 visitors from 58 countries (up from
261 guests in 2018)
We continue to host IVLP delegations in both
Grand Rapids and Traverse City, extending global
exchange throughout West Michigan
Partnered with U.S. Global Leadership Coalition
for Michigan Advisory Committee launch event
right here in Kalamazoo on WMU's Campus
Hosted two new events this year: a celebration of
exchange at Bell’s Brewery and an event
honoring Kalamazoo's legacy of women leaders
in international exchange and diplomacy at the
Ladies’ Library Association.
Honored to have our 3rd year in a row as a host
community for IYLEP-Arabic (Iraqi Young Leaders
Exchange Program), with six new host families
participating and a theme of entrepreneurship.
We are the only community in the United States
to participate in all three years of this new
project.

SOME THEMES EXPLORED IN 2019

2020: IVLP CELEBRATES 80
YEARS OF GLOBAL EXCHANGE

We are honored to implement the IVLP here in

Kalamazoo. Celebrating 80 years in 2020, IVLP, the U.S.
Department of State's flagship program for professional
exchange, has grown since its creation in the World War
II era to over 225,000 alumni, including more than 500
current and former heads of state, such as Nicolas
Sarkozy of France, Felipe Calderon of Mexico, and Indira
Gandhi of India. IVLP continues to build vital links
between U.S. citizens and emerging leaders around the
world. This year, the Faces of Exchange initiative is
showcasing 80 accomplished alumni (including visitors
to Kalamazoo!) and the global impact of their IVLP
experience at: https://eca.state.gov/facesofexchange

KEYNOTE SPEAKER DR. KATHERINE BROWN,
PRESIDENT & CEO OF GLOBAL TIES U.S., (SECOND
FROM LEFT ) AT 'KALAMAZOO'S LEGACY OF
EXCHANGE' EVENT IN OCTOBER

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
2019 GERMAN
SOCIAL WORKERS
We are so proud that our social
work exchange program is still
going strong after 49 years. This
Fall we welcomed Katrin (DHHS
Child Protective Services),
Johanna (KRESA Youth
Opportunities Unlimited), Kathi
(Court Appointed Special
Advocates - CASA), and Solveig
(Boys & Girls Clubs / Bethany
Unaccompanied Minor Program)
for 3 months of job shadowing.
Their hard work and insight into
youth development is so
appreciated! Thank you to their
wonderful host families and field
hosts, and to CIPUSA for sending
them to Kalamazoo.
At right: Solveig & Johanna
(each centered) w/ host families

"To advance my career in my
country means, for me, not to
stand still. I need to find ways
to improve the lives of the
kids I am working with - and
to do this I got fresh ideas
and power."
- Solveig, on her exchange
experience at Boys & Girls Clubs of
Greater Kalamazoo
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In 2019, Kalamazoo hosted
guests from:
Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria,
Angola, Armenia, Australia,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus,
Brazil, Cape Verde, Cameroon,
Canada, Costa Rica, Egypt, El
Salvador, Gabon, Guatemala,
The Gambia, Germany, Hong
Kong SAR, India, Iraq, Israel,
Jordan, Kenya, Kosovo,
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon,
Mali, Mauritania, Mexico,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,
Netherlands, Niger, North
Macedonia, Pakistan,
Palestine, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Qatar, Russia, Sao
Tome & Principe,
Saudi Arabia, South Sudan,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tajikistan,
Thailand, Togo, Tunisia,
United Arab Emirates,
United States, Uzbekistan

